The Plant Kingdom

CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
Botany is the science which deals with plants. Science may be
defined as knowledge which is generally accepted because it has
been proved to be true and which has been classified and arranged
so as to demonstrate general truths or the operation of natural
laws.
The aim of botany is not, therefore, the accumulation of iso-
lated facts, but to demonstrate the general laws which underlie
the development, composition, and activities of the plant world.
In its broadest sense, botany may be said to include all the sys-
tematized knowledge of plants. The field covered by botany is
so extensive that no man can hope to be intimately acquainted
with all its branches, and so botanists usually work in a limited
part of the field. Botany is often divided into a number of sub-
ordinate sciences such as systematic botany (the classification of
plants according to their relationships), morphology (the structure
of the different parts of plants), physiology (the functions of
plant organs), plant geography (the distribution of plants), ge-
netics (which deals with inheritance and variation}, and applied
botany, which embraces agriculture, horticulture, forestry, phar-
macognosy, bacteriology, plant pathology, etc.
The study of botany is useful for its general educational value
as well as for its practical applications. Plants are probably the
most conspicuous elements in the natural environment of most
people, and it is through plants that a large part of the human race
comes most frequently in contact with nature, The cultural value
of botanical study is very great. Plants are living things, and in
them we can conveniently study many of the natural laws which
deal with life. Plants are wonderful objects for observation and